
Essa Primary opened as a new Free school in September 2014 with
64 children across Reception, Year One/Year Two. The school has
now grown into a harmonious, caring and inclusive environment
for our 419 children and their families. We are a two form entry
school from Reception to Year 6. Our vision at Essa Primary is that
we set every child on a path to achieve their dreams, enabling
them to drive their own future to greater success. In doing so they
will shape our diverse community for the better.

 

Our Early Years Curriculum

Our school context

Our community
Our community is extremely diverse. 81% of our children have English as an additional language.
There are 39 different languages spoken across school. Our family support worker is vital in the
work we do with families to support disadvantage, safeguarding and school attendance. Mobility
is a significant issue for the school and as a result very many children join us with little or no
English and very low starting points. 

Our motto and values

            HIGH EXPECTATIONS, NO EXCUSESAll will succeed

   EFFORT       STANDARDS        SPIRIT       ACHIEVEMENT

In EYFS, we have 2 classes who share continuous provision indoors and
outdoors. One of these classes is a mixed Reception/year 1 class. We
currently have 2 teachers and 2 full time teaching assistants in EYFS,
with support from a specialist speech and language teaching assistant.
Our children transition from a wide number of different nursery settings
with some children starting reception with no nursery experience.

We have a clear set of trust wide values that we champion to ensure a high-quality education for
all our children. 



regular monitoring of their well-being and
involvement using the Leuven Scales
a focus child approach  including focus child
parent meetings once per term
promoting independence and resilience
through reflection times and our learning
dinosaurs (CoEL)
experiences - providing valuable, inspiring
and exciting opportunities that support and
further develop their life experiences
promoting resiliency
high engagement
secure practitioner knowledge of child
development, to enable staff to support
children to make progress from their own
individual starting points

Our curriculum shapes and develops the whole
child and provides valuable experiences to
develop the children as learners through; 

We take time to get to know children’s
interests and their likes to support learning. All
areas of the EYFS curriculum are followed and
planned for to ensure there is a broad, balanced
and progressive learning environment and
curriculum. The children will learn new skills,
acquire new knowledge to know more and
remember more, demonstrating
understanding through the seven areas of the
EYFS curriculum.

Intent

The use of our enabling environment helps to
build children's learning power through
provocations that build flexible minds and an
enquiring spirit. We use the environment as the
third teacher; materials are thoughtfully added to
the environment to promote creativity, thinking
and problem solving skills, questions,
experimentation and open-ended play. Low-level
lighting is a key feature of our provision, rooted in
research to support a 'home-from-home' feeling,  
helping the children to feel safe and calm. 

By providing experiences and support through
quality interactions, we help children to become
confident, creative do-ers and thinkers so that
they build a strong foundation for all they
encounter in the future. 

A challenge system encourages children to
embed skills and prior learning independently
using enhancements in the provision. 

 To understand and follow children’s interests and
provide opportunities throughout our EYFS curriculum
to support learning, consolidate and deepen
knowledge and ensure children meet their next steps.
To work in close partnership with families and their
communities to ensure that our pupils become
ambitious lifelong learners. Many of our children arrive
in Reception with limited life experiences, which
impacts on their learning and play. 
To tailor our curriculum to enrich their awe and
wonder, and foster children’s curiosity in the world
around them. 

Our EYFS curriculum is based on the principles of
personalised learning. Planning is based on accurate and
up to date assessments of the children, ensuring
individual pupil’s needs are at the centre of planning and
provision through the holistic approach of the EYFS.
Communication and Language development is at the
heart of our teaching to ensure that all learners can
unlock their potential academically, socially, emotionally
and spiritually. 
 

We intend:

Implementation



Ongoing Observation: All ongoing
observations are used to inform weekly
planning and identify children’s next steps.
This formative assessment does not
involve prolonged periods of time away
from the children and excessive paper work.
Practitioners draw on their knowledge of
the child and their own expert professional
judgements through discussions with other
practitioners, photographs and physical
examples such as a child’s drawing / mark
making. Termly focus child sheets build up a
picture of progress over the reception year.

Impact

Regular and ongoing assessment and
professional dialogue between EY staff enables
the children to meet high expectations and
show consistent high rates of accelerated
progress in line with end of year predictions of
better than typical progress for all children. 

Our challenging and carefully planned
curriculum, alongside highly skilled adults with
excellent knowledge and experience of EYFS,
resulted in a GLD of 67%, exceeding Bolton and
National results for 21-22. This is evident of the
significant impact on pupil outcomes as a result
of our curriculum and provision at Essa, which
given high levels of EAL and a 54% mobility is
outstanding. GLD data for homegrown pupils
(79%) is significantly above Bolton and National
data.

Baseline assessments - informed by transition from
nursery to reception. Staff visit children in nursery
settings and use transition paperwork from school
and the LA to gain an understanding of the whole
child and where they are at. During the first half
term, all staff use ongoing assessments,
observations and conversations with the child to
develop a baseline assessment. This identifies each
individual’s starting points in all areas so we can plan
experiences to ensure progress. 

The RBA (Statutory Reception Baseline Assessment)
This assessment focuses on ‘Language,
Communication and Literacy,’ and ‘Mathematics.’
The purpose of this is to show the progress children
make from Reception until the end of KS2. 

NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention) - NELI is
an evidence-based oral language intervention for
children who show weakness in their oral language
skills and who are therefore at risk of experiencing
difficulty with reading. The assessment informs us if
the child is at expected for their age or requires
intervention from trained NELI practitioners. 

WellComm interventions - for those children who
need a more specific individual intervention based
on identified needs.

We have robust assessment systems which
incorporate the following to measure impact:



Characteristics of

effective learning

Continuous provision

Indoor provision;
Mark-making, construction,
small world, reading,
malleable, funky fingers,
light box, workshop, water,
maths area, ICT station,
curiosity area, discovery
area, home corner/role play,
phonics area.

Outdoor provision;
Mud kitchen, planting and
growing, den building,
physical trolley, water,
phonics, small world, maths,
mark-making, sand, loose
parts, music and role play.

Our underpinning curriculum

Date/timetable
Count and label class
(numicon number)
Story 'voting station'
Rolling snack
power words (vocabulary
link)
Children as 'experts' 
Challenge system
promoting independence

Overarching principles... children learn and develop well in enabling
environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond
to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their
learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership
between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 
(Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2021)

Our enabling environment

The predictable curriculum

seasons
weather
festivals and celebrations
key events

Through the planning cycle and using
children's interests, key themes and
events will be taught through the year
including;

Parent partnerships

Parent/carer workshops
Parent/carer stay and play sessions
Family Fridays
Mystery reader initiative every Wednesday
Send home songs/rhymes of the month
Send home C&L tips of the month
Termly 'focus child parent consultation meetings
Observations and learning journey sheets

Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between
all staff and parents/carers. We achieve this through;

Daily opportunities

These are embedded through our
''learning dinosaurs' and used
during reflection discussions to
enable children to understand and
articulate how they learn
.

Explorosaur - playing and exploring - children investigate and
experience things, and ‘have a go’
Tryosaur - active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying
if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
Thinkosaur - creating and thinking critically - children have and
develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop
strategies for doing things
Mistakeosaur - helps children to understand that it's ok to make
mistakes, they develop resilience and seek out challenge.

Forest School sessions

We have access to a Forest
School leader who delivers
weekly forest school sessions
at the Essa Academy site..
Forest school uses a
specialised approach that
aims to develop confidence
and self esteem in our
children through hands-on
learning in a woodland
environment.



Communication and language

The development of children's spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and
development. Children's back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for
language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the conversations they have with
adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial.

EYFS Curriculum Areas: 

Statutory Areas of learning and development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Children's personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy
and happy lives, and is fundamental to their cognitive development. Underpinning their personal
development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and
supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings
and those of others.

Physical Development
Physical activity is vital in children's all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy
and active lives. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social
and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and precision helps with hand-eye coordination,
which is later linked to early literacy.

Literacy

It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions:
language comprehension and word reading. Writing involves transcription (spelling and
handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).

Mathematics

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary
building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a
deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and patterns within
those numbers. 

Understanding the World

The development of children's artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and
creativity. it is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling
them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. 

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their
community. The frequency and range of children's personal experiences increases their knowledge
and sense of the world around them - from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meetings
important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters.

Expressive Arts and Design



By the end of Reception:

To listen attentively in a range of situations, including in a large group.
To give their attention to what others say and respond appropriately, in a 'back and
forth' dialogue even whilst engaged in another activity.
Draw on and uses new vocabulary accurately and in context.
To follow a series of instructions involving several ideas and actions..
To answer 'how' and 'why' questions about their experiences.
To express themselves effectively, using full sentences using past and present tenses.
Demonstrate a developing use of connectives, drawing on modelled examples from
teaching when talking about their experiences.
Develop their own narratives and explanations.
Use more complex language structures to connect ideas and events.

Component skills:

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  L A N G U A G E
what we want our children to learn

To communicate and speak in sentences
To be able to demonstrate active listening skills
To understand English vocabulary and meanings of words.
To be able to respond to instructions by understanding the appropriate response
needed
To be willing to use new vocabulary when communicating

Resources to support this learning:

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
BLANK Language Scheme - Blank level questioning
Nursery/Reception Narrative
BLAST
NELI
Language through Listening
WellComm
Pie Corbett - Talk for Writing Approach

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
ELKLAN
The reading framework: Teaching the foundations of literacy 2021
Bolton Start Well: The Communication and Language Journey
Signalong

References:



By the end of Reception:

See themselves as a valuable individual. 
Build constructive and respectful relationships.
Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 
Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally. 
Think about the perspectives of others. 
Manage their own needs
Work towards a simple goal, showing an ability to follow a set of instructions.

Component skills:

P E R S O N A L ,  S O C I A L  A N D  E M O T I O N A L
D E V E L O P M E N T

what we want our children to learn

To communicate and speak in sentences
To identify feelings in themselves and others
Regulate their own behaviour
To have the ability to persevere when faced with a challenge
To show a 'have a go' attitude
to demonstrate characteristics of effective learning

Resources to support this learning:

Jigsaw PSHE
Circle Time Approach
BLAST
NELI
Language through Listening
WellComm
Zones of regulation

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
ELKLAN
Bolton Start Well: The Communication and Language Journey

References:



By the end of Reception:

To show good control, coordination and agility in large and small movements, safely
negotiating space.
Can adjust speed, direction and position.
To move with confidence in a range of ways.
To handle tools and equipment safely and effectively.
To show some accuracy when engaging in mark making activities, such as drawing
and writing.
To use a secure hold (tripod grip)  to write comfortably and effectively.

Component skills:

P H Y S I C A L  D E V E L O P M E N T
what we want our children to learn

The physical dexterity and strength to hold and control a pencil
Core strength to develop balance and coordination
Ability to use cross lateral movements to move forward and negotiate space
Development of postural control  
Development of trunk and shoulder muscles

Resources to support this learning:

Squiggle while you wiggle
Shonette Bason-Wood - Dough Disco
ABC Does - funky fingers 
Twinkl 'Move PE' scheme 

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
ELKLAN
Bolton Start Well: The Mark Making to Writing Journey

References:



By the end of Reception:

To write a sentence using a capital letter and a full stop
To write own full name
To continue a rhyming string
To recognise and write phase 2 and phase 3 GPCs
To hear initial, middle and end sounds in words
To segment and blend sounds in words
To read what they have written and know it makes sense
To read and write high frequency words and some common exception words
To retell stories using key vocabulary and structure of a text
To decode regular words and read accurately
To enjoy reading a range of books and texts
To be able to talk about what they have read

Component skills:

L I T E R A C Y
what we want our children to learn

To communicate and speak in sentences
Engagement in the writing process
The physical dexterity and strength to hold and control a pencil
To hear sounds in words and know the grapheme that represents the sounds
The motivation to write
The ability to blend sounds in words to read them

Resources to support this learning:

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Nursery/Reception Narrative
BLAST
NELI
Language through Listening
WellComm
Pie Corbett - Talk for Writing Approach

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
ELKLAN
The reading framework: Teaching the foundations of literacy 2021
Bolton Start Well: The Communication and Language Journey
Bolton Start Well: The Mark Making to Writing Journey
Stages of emergent writing
Signalong

References:



By the end of Reception:

Counts reliably and creates groups of numbers to 10 using a range of objects.
To place numerals in order to 10.
Uses a range of objects to create 5 in different ways.
To subitise to 5 accurately in a range of orientations.
To count up to 10 forwards and backwards and from any given number.
To orally count beyond 20.
To recognise numerals to 10 out of sequence.
To count fixed objects to 10.
To recall number bonds to 5.
To know some number pairs to 10 including double facts.
To use resources to create part whole representations.
To demonstrate understanding of the number sequence, including number values,
greater than, less than, odd and even.
To use vocabulary associated with measure (size, weight and capacity) when
comparing and combining quantities.
To name and describe some common shapes and discuss their properties.

Component skills:

M A T H E M A T I C S
what we want our children to learn

To demonstrate characteristics of effective learning (playing and exploring, active
learning and creating and thinking critically). 
To know and recognise numerals.
To understand the meaning of mathematical vocabulary and concepts
To use concrete resources to support learning
To hold a pencil effectively to begin to create pictorial representations and marks
associated with their problem-solving

Resources to support this learning:

white Rose Maths
NCETM resources
Mastering Number project
Learning Trajectories - https://www.learningtrajectories.org

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
Bolton Start Well: The Number Journey

References:

https://www.learningtrajectories.org/
https://www.learningtrajectories.org/


By the end of Reception:

To talk about the lives of the immediate people around them and their roles in the
wider community.
To know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now,
drawing on personal experiences or examples taught and shared in class.
To describe their immediate environment, explaining some similarities and differences
between life in this country and life in other countries.
To know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural
communities.
Can make observations of animals and plants.
Can talk about the changes in the world around them.
To discuss the similarities and differences observed between natural environments.

Component skills:

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  W O R L D
what we want our children to learn

To communicate and speak in sentences
To be able to demonstrate active listening skills
To understand English vocabulary and meanings of words.
To be able to respond to instructions by understanding the appropriate response
needed
To be willing to use new vocabulary when communicating

Resources to support this learning:
Nursery/Reception Narrative
BLAST
NELI
Language through Listening
WellComm

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
ELKLAN
The reading framework: Teaching the foundations of literacy 2021
Bolton Start Well: The Communication and Language Journey

References:



By the end of Reception:

To safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting
with colour, design, texture, form and function.
To use what they have learned to create with purpose, explaining the process.
To sing a range of songs, make music, engage in dance and tell stories.
To experiment with ways of changing and adapting their creative work.
To express their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through design and technology, art,
music, dance, role play and stories.
To talk about ideas and process that have led them to make music, dance, designs,
images and products.

Component skills:

E X P R E S S I V E  A R T S  A N D  D E S I G N
what we want our children to learn

To communicate and speak in sentences
To be able to demonstrate active listening skills
To be able to respond to instructions by understanding the appropriate response
needed
To demonstrate characteristics of effective learning
To understand rhythm and rhyme
To understand pitch and tempo for singing

Resources to support this learning:
Bolton Start Well - Songs and Rhymes of the Month
Charanga Music (Greater Manchester Music Hub)
BLAST
NELI
Language through Listening
WellComm
Pie Corbett - Talk for Writing Approach

EYFS Statutory Framework 2021
Development Matters 2021
Birth to Five Matters 2021
Greater Manchester Music Hub — Digital resources for music teachers. Engaging online
learning for children (gmmusiconline.co.uk) 
The reading framework: Teaching the foundations of literacy 2021
Bolton Start Well: The Communication and Language Journey
Bolton Start Well: The Mark Making to Writing Journey
Signalong

References:

https://www.gmmusiconline.co.uk/site/

